
Key Highpoints to Email to Marcel Black (and Senate Judiciary Committee 

members) 

 

 
I. SB 433 Background 

 

The bill is pending in the Senate judiciary committee.  The bill’s sponsor is Roger 

Bedford. The bill has already had its first reading in the senate judiciary committee. 

 

 

II. Marcel Black Background: 
 

(This bill is not in Marcel’s committee…he is on the house judiciary committee and the 

bill is pending in the senate judiciary committee).  We want to give Marcel Black a 

head’s up about the Senate SB 433 bill.   

 

Marcel is the COC contact and sponsors the COC bills. He is Head of the House 

Judiciary Committee.  He is our friend, so don’t be rude to him.  He is not the sponsor of 

the Street Gang Bill.   

 

The Street Gang Bill is in the Senate Judiciary Committee. And if it passes the senate it 

will be sent over to Marcel Black’s judiciary committee in the house. The email to 

Marcel is a heads-up email to him to let him know that if the Senate passes the bill, it will 

be sent to his Committee and you object to this bill.   

 

 

III. Key points to tell Marcel. 

 

1. You are a COC member. 

 

2.  Thank him for sponsoring the COC legislation for making it a crime for Failure to 

Yield Right of Way and giving motorcycle riders the ability to turn on weight 

sensitive triggered red lights. 

 

3. Make a definite statement that your motorcycle club is not a criminal organization 

and you object to that possibility. 

 

4. Carbon Copy your email to the Alabama Confederation of Clubs. 

 

 

IV. The reasons for our objections:  
(This is used for any communication with any legislator.) 

 

1.  We support the purpose of the bill but we object to the overreaching powers obtained 

within the bill to the extent that it effects unattended lawful associations.   

 



2.  The overreaching power granted in this bill suppresses freedom of expression and the 

right to associate.   

 

3.  The power granted in this bill grants unfettered power to law enforcement to classify 

non-street gang associations as criminal organizations without due process of law. 

 

4.  Specifically section 4(a) removes all burdens of proof and thereby eliminates all 

legitimate defenses available to legal lawful non-street gang associations. 

 

5.   There is no provision for an association that is unjustifiably classified as a criminal 

organization to contest that designation.  

 

6.  SECTION 6(a)(4) – The bill is so broad that it would make it unlawful (if our 

organization was unjustifiably classified as a street gang)  for us to contact you as our 

public servant to amend these type of statutes if we were classified as a street gang. 

 

7.  The bill is vague as it relates to definite definitions for criminal intent or criminal 

syndicates. 

 

Don’t just cut and paste the above into your email.  If your writing skills aren’t at the top of the 

class, have someone in your club draft an email that you can use.  You can express the above 

points without having to list them numerically.  

 

Emails should be sent to Rep Marcel Black at:  eblack@hiwaay.net 

 
Email address for the Senators on the Senate Judiciary committee (those who have emails) are listed 

below: 

 

Here are the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 

 Chairman: SENATOR MYRON C. PENN (D) 28th District    (An attorney) 
(Barbour, Bullock, Henry, Lee, Macon, Russell) 
myronpenn28@hotmail.com   )   (Lives in: Union Springs) 
  
SENATOR ROGER BEDFORD (D) 6th District   (An attorney) 
(Colbert, Fayette, Franklin, Lamar, Lawrence, Marion, Winston) 
senbedford@aol.com         (Lives in: Russellville) 
  
SENATOR KIM BENEFIELD (D) 13th District  (Heavy duty church involvement) 
(Chambers, Cherokee, Clay, Cleburne, Lee, Randolph) 
kbenefield@acs-isp.com     (Lives in:  Woodland) 
  
SENATOR BEN BROOKS (R)  35th District (Mobile)   (An attorney) 
benbrooksiii@aol.com       (Lives in:  Mobile) 
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SENATOR VIVIAN FIGURES (D) 33rd District (Mobile)  (“attended” law school) 
vivian.figures@al-legislature.gov     (Lives in: Mobile) 
  
SENATOR MARK KEAHEY (D)  22nd District  
(Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, Mobile, Monroe, Washington) 
no email               )       (Lives in:  Grove Hill) 
  
SENATOR TED LITTLE (D) 27th District (Lee, Russell, Tallapoosa) (An attorney) 
tedlittle@mindspring.com     (Lives in:  Auburn) 
  
SENATOR DEL MARSH (R)  12th District (Calhoun, St.Clair)  (owns Industrial Plating) 
No email                       (Lives in: Anniston) 
  
SENATOR TRIP PITTMAN (R)  32nd District (Baldwin)  (owns Pittman Tractor Co.) 
trip.pittman@alsenate.gov     (Lives in: Fairhope) 
  
SENATOR HANK SANDERS (D)  23rd District  (An attorney) 
(Autauga, Clarke, Conecuh, Dallas, Lowndes, Marengo, Monroe, Perry, Wilcox) 
No email                         (Lives in Selma) 
  
SENATOR BOBBY SINGLETON (D) 24th District   (An attorney) 
(Bibb, Choctaw, Greene, Hale, Marengo, Perry, Sumter, Tuscaloosa) 
bsingle164@yahoo.com          (Lives in:  Greensboro) 
  
SENATOR RODGER SMITHERMAN (D)  18th District (Jefferson) (An attorney) 
rodger.smitherman@alsenate...gov     (Lives in: Birmingham) 
(President Pro Tem of the Senate) 
  
SENATOR ZEB LITTLE (D)  4th District (Cullman, Lawrence, Winston)  (An attorney) 
zeb@zeblittlelawfirm.com       (Lives in:  Cullman) 
  
SENATOR ARTHUR ORR (R)  3rd District (Limestone, Madison, Morgan) (An attorney) 
No email                           (Lives in:  Decatur) 
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